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Art. XII. An Epitome of Grecian Antiquities for the use of 
Schools. By Chahles D. Cleaveland. Boston : Hilliard, 
Gray, Little & Wilkins; and Richardson and Lord. 1827. 
pp. 177. 

A judicious corapend of Grecian antiquities has long been a 
desideratum in our classical schools. All the books on this sub- 
ject within our knowledge are either too voluminous for the use 
of schools, or they are like Pennock's and Irving's Catechisms, 
which, though excellent as far as they go, are too limited for 
the illustration even of the books used in the common course 
of studies preparatory for college. The author of the work 
before us has attempted to fill up the chasm in one department, 
and has given us a volume of convenient size, containing a brief 
outline of the principal topics involved in an elementary course 
of studies in Greek. 

The nature and design of the work will be understood by 
the following extract from the Preface. 

' It lias been subject of remark and regret among scholars, that 
Grecian Antiquities should receive so little attention in our pre- 
paratory scholars. But the neglect of this essential part of classical 
study should be attributed to its right cause ; — to the want of a 
suitable book. Potter, though a most full and learned work, is 
adapted only to advanced scholars. It is too large and expensive for 
a school book, and as such, we think, it can never be generally in- 
troduced. To the young student it appears formidable ; its my- 
thological and historical digressions become tedious; and its long 
and numerous quotations from the Greek and Latin poets increase 
its size, without adding much to its value. Robinson, though bet- 
ter than Potter, is still too large for those who have made but little 
progress in the classics ; and Bos is seldom met with in this coun- 
try. 

' The following pages have therefore been compiled for the use 
of our Classical Schools. The work was suggested by a desire to 
make accessible to the youthful scholar, a compact and unexpen- 
sive manual, for the illustration of his elementary studies : and the 
task has been executed in the conviction that no such manual ex- 
isted.' 

The materials of this little volume have been carefully com- 
piled from the best authorities, and judiciously arranged after 
the manner of Bos's Greek Antiquities, which the author has 
made the basis of his work. 
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Although from the nature of the case me might expect this 
work to be rather dry, yet we understand it has been found not 
only useful, but interesting, in several of our best schools where 
it has been used. In point of mechanical execution the book 
is admirable. It is printed with great neatness, on beautiful pa- 
per, and in a style altogether above that of ordinary school books. 
And for this too, as well as for the internal excellences of 
this ' Epitome,' we feel much obliged to Mr Cleaveland. The 
miserable system of printing school books on the poorest paper, 
and in the cheapest possible manner, is gradually giving way to 
a more enlightened economy, and a better taste in the commu- 
nity. 

Should we notice any thing in this manual as subject of im- 
provement, it would be the want of a little more fulness in 
some parts. In selecting and abridging from materials so co- 
pious as those which offered themselves in the present case, 
it is extremely difficult to hit the happy medium. The danger 
is of being too diffuse, and of swelling the volume beyond the 
size convenient for schools. In attempting to avoid this, the 
author has, we think, erred on the other side, and reduced his 
subject occasionally to an unnecessary leanness. But this de- 
fect may easily be supplied in a future edition. We have dis- 
covered several errors of the press ; but perhaps not more than 
ought to be expected in the first impression of a work of this 
kind. We consider this little work highly creditable to Mr 
Cleaveland, and a.valuable auxiliary to our classical seminaries ; 
and we are happy in having an opportunity of recommending 
it to the attention of teachers of the ancient classics. 



Art. XIII. The Substance of a Journal during a Residence at 
the Red River Colony, British North America ; and fre- 
quent Excursions among the Northwest American Indians 
in the years 1820, 1821, 1822, 1823. Second Edition en- 
larged with a Journal of a Mission to the Indians of New 
Brunswick, and Novascotia, and the Mohawks on the Ouse 
or Grand River, Upper Canada, 1825, 1826. By John 
West, A. M. Late Chaplain to the Honorable the Hudson's 
Bay Company. 

We have here two Journals of an English clergyman, while in 
performance of his duties as chaplain to the Hudson Bay com- 



